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 Make sure everything is relevant. Don’t include random facts that are not 

relevant 

 The essay should consist the introductory, the body and the concluding 

paragraphs 

Main Topic  

 

THE LEGACY OF HADRAT-I TURKISTAN -SAYYID KHAWAJA 

AHMED YASAWI (1093-1166) THE GREAT SUFI LEADER  AND 

TURKIC POET 

PAGE 3 TO PAGE 13  

  



3 
 

 ديوان احلكمة

( فيلسوفًا وزاهدًا متصوفاً، وكان أول شاعر معروف  1166 كان خواجه أمحد يسوي )تويف
كَتَب بلهجة تركية حملية. ُولد يف مدينة إسفيجاب )سايرام حالياً، يف كازاخستان(، ولكنه قضى 
معظم حياته يف تركستان )وهي األخرى يف جنوب كازاخستان(. وقد كان أحد تالمذة أرسالن 

 م خواجه أمحد يسوي اللغة الرتكية القدمية )الشاغاتية(اباب، وهو داعية إسالمي معروف. استخد
يف الكتابة، وهي لغته األم، يف وقٍت هيمنت فيه اللغة الفارسية على األدب واحلياة اليومية. ال 

، )ديوان احلكمة( جمرد أثر ديين من األدب الصويف فحسب ديفاين ِهكَمت يُعترب كتاب يسوي
ن ملكتوبة ابللغة الرتكية. كان يسوي يبدأ قصائده بوفرة مبل هو أيضًا واحد من أقدم الكتب ا

ابملعاين  -كغريها من القصائد الصوفية-عناصر األغاين الشامانية للرحالة األتراك، مث حباها 
الغنية ابلطبقات بدءاً من البسيطة وحىت املسترتة كما أشَرََبا بُروح اإلسالم. يشري اخلرباء إىل أن 

 بكل من الرتاث األديب لقبائل القراخاانت الذي أتثر ابلرتاث الصيين الديوان يتصل بشكل ما
وأدب مجاعة الكيبتشاك اليت كانت تسكن السهوب األوروبية اآلسيوية. وقد توارثت األجيال  

تناقلته األلسن. مت نشر اإلصدار املطبوع واملطروح هنا يف عام  عرب ما ديفاين ِهكَمت كتاب
احلجرية التابعة جلامعة قازان االمرباطورية. قام القيصر ألكسندر بواسطة دار الطباعة  1904

لتصبح املركز الرئيسي للدراسات الشرقية يف  1804األول بتأسيس جامعة قازان يف عام 
 .االمرباطورية الروسية

 1166أمحد يسوي، تويف عام  مؤلف

 1904 اتريخ اإلنشاء

 1166 - 1100 حوايل اتريخ املوضوع
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HOJA AHMED YASSAWI 

Sufi Master and Poet 

Hoja Ahmed Yassawi was born in Sayram, now part of present day Southern 

Kazakhstan, in 1093 and from the age of three, his momentous and epic life 

journey took on a draught of experience that would become one of the great stories 

of mystic journeying ever embarked upon. 

During his life 'above ground' Yassawi became famed as an insightful and spiritual 

figurehead. He also partook in trade and was successful in that. Between bouts of 

material success and community leadership he found time to visit the great sheiks 

and Imams of the day, in his ongoing search and desire for communion with God.  

He also took on the role of family life, and between at least four of five wives, 

sired two offspring. His son died early in his teens and his daughter was to be 

Yassawi's only remaining offspring. As was the custom then, several wives were 

the norm. Yassawi, a devoted follower of the Prophet (pbuh), he would have been 

keen to follow his example. 

He took on this same devotion, when at sixty three (the age Muhammad (pbuh) 

died), he decided he could not live longer than him in the world. He therefore 

committed himself to 'dying to live'. This saw him remove himself from all earthly 

ties and go into an underground cell where he was to pass a further sixty three 

years till his own passing. 

It was during this time spent in prayer, communion and contemplation that he 

wrote his some ninety nine thousand Hikmet. Diwani Hikmet (Divine Wisdom) is 

all that remains, to date, of his sacred inheritance..  

" I wrote 'The Second Book' that you remember, 

My soul begs you read to your heart's content, 

I pray it brings you close to the Lord, 

Merciful Master, pleading I come to you, Yes I. " 

Hoja Ahmed Yassawi 

http://www.diwanihikmet.com/hikmet.html
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DIWANI HIKMET 

Selected Verses 

Diwani Hikmet (Divine Wisdom) is the volume of verses and prose Hoja Ahmed 

Yassawi, left for future generations. 

 

Mostly composed underground in the cell he confined himself to from his sixty 

third year to his natural passing some sixty three years later, in Yasi (now 

Turkestan, these Hikmet give us a glimpse not only of his whole life and times, but 

more importantly the times that were to come. 

 

http://www.diwanihikmet.com/yassawi.html
http://www.diwanihikmet.com/yassawi.html
http://www.diwanihikmet.com/hikmet.html
http://www.diwanihikmet.com/diwani-flip-book.html
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As can be imagined, confined to a cell hardly higher than his own height and long 

enough to lay down along, with a width enough to support a low writing table and 

collection of wax candles, his output was enormous. 

He tells us he composed over ninety nine thousand Hikmet during his period of 

seclusion. A prodigious quantity, yet today we possess a mere handful, a few 

hundred verses having been discovered so far. 

 

Diwani Hikmet is a collection of one hundred and forty nine of these Hikmet and 

includes Munajat, one of the few prayers Yassawi wrote in adoration of the 

Divine.Yassawi wrote his Hikmet in the now extinct Turkic language 

of Chagatai (a sample of this can be seen left). 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chagatai_language
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"The heart speaks and the hand writes " 

Ancient Sufi saying 

 

He was keen to write in the tongue of his people, although for many Sufis and 

poets of the time Arabic was the prescribed form. So often a rebel, this was not 

Yassawi's way. We are eternally grateful to him for having supported what was 

then a huge Central Asian collective. 

His verse is written in quatrains and couplets. Although these forms are commonly 

rhyming, he throws all to the wind and uses sometimes rhyme and most times 

unrhymed couplets and quatrains. He uses a powerful repetition in his verse, which 

has the effect of deepening the reader's experience.  

 

One striking and very powerful experience we had in translating this original 

work into English was the extraordinary prescience it conveys of our present 

world, in all its conflicts, chicanery, spiritual paucity and worldly excess and 

pursuits to the detriment of the true purpose within the gift of life we are given. 

Nine hundred years separate us from his original penned work yet you would be 

forgiven for feeling it was only recently written due to the similarity within two 

epochs. 

 

The transparent and honest portrait Yassawi paints of himself, his struggles to tame 

the ego, release from the worldly, his devotion to his Creator and Love and his 

relation with death and the afterlife are timely and uplifting.  

http://www.diwanihikmet.com/translation.html
http://www.diwanihikmet.com/translation.html
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Now experience a Selection of Verses from Diwani Hikmet..... 

There is a Sufi saying - "The heart speaks and the hand writes" - Yassawi wrote his 

Hikmet as they flowed down from the Source of inspiration and based upon his 

own personal mystical experience of the Lord unfolding. The single best way to 

achieve this for Yassawi was through the path of love (Ishq). At the same time it is 

http://www.diwanihikmet.com/diwani-flip-book.html
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the most gruelling path (for those knowing this bliss). For the dervish there is no 

other path taken to merge with God. Love (Ishq) and the Lord (Haqq) permeate 

"Divine Wisdom" like a golden thread weaving through it. The love of God is 

beyond description, all consuming and beyond mere mortal understanding. It is a 

totally personal experience that Jalāl ad-Dīn Muhammad Rūmī describes 

exquisitely as: 

"Whatever I say in exposition and explanation of Love, when I come to love 

(itself) I am ashamed of that." 

With Ahmed Yassawi we have someone vested in the love of the Lord since birth. 

=========================================================== 
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Ahmad Yasawi 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Sayyid 

Khawaja 

Hadrat-i Turkistan 

 

Ahmed Ibn Ibrahim Ibn Ilyas Yasawi 

 قوجا احمت ياساۋٸ

 

A modern illustration of Ahmad Yasawi 

with Arystan Bab Mausoleum behind 

Personal 

Born 1093 CE 

Sayram, Kara-Khanid Khanate 

Died 1166 CE 

Turkistan, Kara-Khanid Khanate 

Religion Sunni Islam (Hanafi) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sayyid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khawaja
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hadrat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkistan_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arystan_Bab_Mausoleum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sayram_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kara-Khanid_Khanate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkistan_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sunni_Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanafi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ahmad_Yasawi_miniature.png
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Parents  Sheikh Ibrahim (father) 

Ethnicity 
Turkic 

Era Islamic Golden Age 

Notable 

work(s) 

Book of Wisdom 

Known for Poetry, Sufism, Diwan in Middle 

Turkic 

Senior posting 

Period 

in office 

11-12th century 

Ahmad Yasawi (Kazakh: Қожа Ахмет Ясауи, romanized: Qoja Ahmet Yasawï, 

 romanized: Ahmad Yasawī; 1093–1166) was ,أحمد يسوي :Arabic ;قوجا احمەت ياساۋٸ

a Turkic[1] poet and Sufi, an early mystic who exerted a powerful influence on the 

development of Sufi orders throughout the Turkic-speaking world.[2] Yasawi is the 

earliest known Turkic poet who composed poetry in Middle Turkic.[3][4] He was a 

pioneer of popular mysticism, founded the first Turkic Sufi order, 

the Yasawiyya or Yeseviye, which very quickly spread over Turkic-speaking 

areas.[5] He was a Hanafi scholar like his murshid (spiritual guide), Yusuf 

Hamadani.[6] 

 

Contents 

 1Early life 

 2Influence 

 3Legacy 

 4Legends about Ahmed Yasawi 

o 4.1Date palm 

o 4.2Timur's dream 

 5References 

 6Further reading 

 7External links 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethnicity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_Golden_Age
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divan-%C4%B1_Hikmet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diwan_(poetry)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Turkic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Turkic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanization_of_Arabic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkic_peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sufism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariqa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Turkic_languages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-Book_of_Wisdom-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-Divan-i_Khikmet-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanafi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murshid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yusuf_Hamadani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yusuf_Hamadani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-TDV-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Early_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Influence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Legacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Legends_about_Ahmed_Yasawi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Date_palm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Timur's_dream
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#References
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#Further_reading
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#External_links
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Early life 

Ahmed Yesevi was born to Ibrahim in Sayram at the end of the 11th century. He 

lost his father at the age of seven and was then raised by Arslan Baba [tr].[7] By 

then, Yasawi had already advanced through a series of high spiritual stages and, 

under the direction of Arslan Baba, the young Ahmad reached a high level of 

maturity and slowly began to win fame from every quarter. His father Ibrahim had 

already been renowned in that region for performing countless feats and many 

legends were told of him. Consequently, it was recognized that, with respect to his 

lineage as well, this quiet and unassuming young boy, who always listened to his 

elder sister, held a spiritually important position. 

Yesevi later moved to Bukhara and followed his studies with Yusuf 

Hamadani.[8] Upon the demise of Yusuf Hamdani, first ʻAbdullah Barki and then 

Hassan-i Andākī became the head of Hamadani's khanqah.[6] Yasawi became the 

head murshid of the Naqshbandi order when Hassan-i Andākī died in 1160. He 

then turned this position to Abdul Khaliq Ghajadwani under Hamadani's advice 

and moved to Turkistan City in order to spread Islam in Turkestan.[6] 

Influence 

Ahmad Yasawi made considerable efforts to spread Islam throughout Central 

Asia and had numerous students in the region. Yasawi's poems created a new genre 

of religious folk poetry in Central Asian Turkic literature and influenced many 

religious poets in the following countries.[9] Yasawi turned the city of Iasy into the 

major centre of learning for the Kazakh Steppe, then retired to a life of 

contemplation at the age of 63. He dug himself an underground cell where he spent 

the rest of his life. 

Turkish scholar Hasan Basri Çantay noted: "It was a Seljuk king who 

brought Rumi, the great Sufi poet, to Konya; and it was in Seljuq times that Ahmed 

Yasawi, another great Sufi, lived and taught. The influence of those two 

remarkable teachers has continued to the present."[10] Yasawi is also mentioned 

by Edward Campbell (writing as Ernest Scott)[11] as a member of the Khwajagan. 

Yasawi also influenced Turkish poet Yahya Kemal Beyatlı, he said: "Who is this 

Ahmad Yasawi? If you study him, you will find our nationality in Him."[12] 

Legacy 

 The Mausoleum of Khoja Ahmed Yasawi[13] was later built on the site of his 

grave by Timur in Turkistan City. The Yesevi order he founded continued to be 

influential for several centuries afterwards, with the Yesevi Sayyid Ata Sheikhs 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sayram_(city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Arslan_Baba&action=edit&redlink=1
https://tr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arslan_Baba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-7
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bukhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khanqah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-TDV-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murshid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naqshbandi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abdul_Khaliq_Ghajadwani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkestan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-TDV-6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_poetry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kazakh_Steppe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seljuq_dynasty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rumi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Konya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edward_Campbell_(journalist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-11
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khwajagan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yahya_Kemal_Beyatl%C4%B1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-12
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mausoleum_of_Khoja_Ahmed_Yasawi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-13
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timur
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holding a prominent position at the court of Bukhara into the 19th 

century.[14] There is the greatest influence of shamanistic elements in the 

Yasawiyya compared to other Sufi orders.[15] 

 Yesevi authored the Book of Wisdom (Turkic: ديوان حكمت, Dīvān-i Ḥikmet), a 

collection of poems, in Turkic.[3] The book was published in 1905 and 1895 in 

Kazan.[4] 

 The Naqshbandi Idries Shah mentions Yasawi's lineage in The Book of the 

Book.[16] 

 The first Kazakh-Turkish university, Ahmet Yesevi University,[17] was named 

in his honor. 

Legends about Ahmed Yasawi 

Date palm 

Legend has it that a religious mystic, Arystan-Bab, was the teacher and spiritual 

mentor of Khoja Ahmad Yasawi. It was Arystan-Bab who transmitted the amanat, 

which was contained in a pip of date palm. According to a legend, Arystan-Bab 

was an associate of the Prophet Muhammad. One day, Prophet Muhammad and his 

companions sat and ate dates. One of the fruits fell out of the dish, and the Prophet 

heard the revelation: "This date is for the Muslim Ahmad, who will be born 400 

years later than You." The Prophet asked his companions who would pass this 

persimmon to its future owner. No one volunteered. The Prophet repeated his 

question, and then Arystan-Bab answered: "If you beg Allah to give me 400 years 

of life, then I will give the date."[18] 

Timur's dream 

It is believed that one night Timur saw Ahmad Yasawi in his dream, where Yasawi 

predicted glad tidings of the forthcoming conquest of Bukhara. Taking this as a 

sign, Timur went on a campaign that would indeed be successful. After his victory, 

he decided to visit the grave of Yasawi and ordered to build there a majestic 

mausoleum.[19] 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bukhara
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-14
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shamanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ahmad_Yasawi#cite_note-15
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Sub-Topic One:   

30th Anniversary of Kazakhstan’s Independence and recent SONA by Kazakh 

President 

 

State of the Nation Address by President of the Republic of Kazakhstan 

Kassym-Jomart Tokayev 

 

UNITY OF THE PEOPLE AND SYSTEMIC REFORMS ARE A SOLID 

FOUNDATION FOR THE NATION’S PROSPERITY 

 

Dear compatriots! 

 

Distinguished Members of Parliament and Members of the Government! 

 

  

This year we are marking the 30th anniversary of our Independence - this is our most 

cherished treasure. 

 

Thanks to the forward-looking policy of the First President, Kazakhstan has had 

notable success and became known all over the world. 

 

In unity and harmony, we were able to build a new state: this is our greatest 

accomplishment. 

 

We have strengthened the spirit of the nation by laying a solid foundation for 

development. We have become an influential member of the global community. 

Thanks to the stability in our society, we have embarked on the path of sustainable 

progress. 

 

Together we are building a strong state. Sovereignty is not just an empty slogan and 

a loud word. It is important for us that every citizen should feel the fruits of 

independence - a peaceful life, social harmony, increased well-being of the people, 

and the confidence of young people in their future. 

 

All our endeavours are aimed at this. Thanks to the unity and constructive labour of 

the people of Kazakhstan, we have successfully overcome all difficulties and trials. 
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Our country is on the verge of the fourth decade of independence. It is already clear 

that this period will not be easy. Therefore, we must be ready for any challenges and 

threats, to continuously improve and always move forward. 

 

My current State of the Nation Address is dedicated to the following issues. 

 

І. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN THE POST-PANDEMIC PERIOD 

 

Kazakhstan’s economy, the largest in Central Asia, is currently experiencing the 

effects of the pandemic. Nevertheless, despite the difficulties, we are consistently 

implementing our policies. 

 

We adopted the National Development Plan 2025 and switched to a new system of 

state planning to determine the medium-term economic policy and systematise state 

initiatives. National projects will be approved. 

 

The strategic goal is to ensure our leading role in Central Asia and strengthen our 

position in the global economy. 

 

A new instrument - the Strategic Investment Agreement has been introduced to 

further attract direct investment. 

 

Concrete actions have been taken to optimise the quasi-public sector. The merger of 

the Baiterek and KazAgro holdings has been completed. Portfolio companies have 

been cut by half, and their staff number by one and a half times. As a result, a new 

powerful development institution has been created. 

 

The state provided large-scale and operational support to citizens and businesses 

during the pandemic. 

 

The programme Economy of Simple Things has proven its effectiveness. As part of 

its implementation, more than 3,500 projects were launched, 70,000 jobs were 

created, goods and services were produced for 3.5 trillion tenge (over USD 8.2 

billion). 

 

Thanks to the Business Road Map programme, 66,000 projects received state 

support. This helped to create and maintain over 150,000 jobs. 



16 
 

The initiative for the early use of pension savings had a serious economic, but above 

all social effect. This measure has helped over a million of our fellow citizens to 

improve their housing conditions or reduce the mortgage burden. 

 

Overall, there is a positive trend in the economic development of our country. 

Nevertheless, we must be frank that the situation is still difficult. 

 

Therefore, I have decided to extend the term of the Economy of Simple Things and 

Business Roadmap programmes until 2022. The total amount of funds allocated for 

their financing will be at least one trillion tenge (over USD 2.3 billion). 

 

Largely due to the low public debt and the presence of significant reserves, 

Kazakhstan is relatively successful in overcoming the consequences of the 

pandemic. This is our substantial competitive advantage, and it is important not to 

lose it. 

 

However, recently there has been a tendency to increase the budget deficit and 

transfers from the National Fund to cover expenditure obligations. To follow such 

an “easy” path will not be possible all the time. The stock of financial stability is far 

from unlimited. Obviously, measures are needed to increase budget revenues. But 

first and foremost, we need control over the volume and efficiency of government 

spending. 

 

To recover the assets of the National Fund, the implementation of fiscal rules should 

be accelerated. The corresponding legislative amendments should be adopted by the 

end of this year. 

 

Overall, the country needs a set of rules for managing public finances: public debt, 

budget policy, the National Fund. I ask the Government and the National Bank to 

prepare a Concept for Public Finance Management by the end of the year. 

 

Along with this, it is necessary to continue work on diversifying the economy, 

expanding the range of goods produced and the geography of exports. 

 

At the end of 2020, for the first time in 10 years of industrialization, the contribution 

of the manufacturing industry to the development of the economy exceeded the share 
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of the mining industry. The medium-term goal is to increase manufacturing exports 

by 1.5 times by 2025, to $24 billion, and labour productivity by 30%. 

 

The law on industrial policy that is being drafted should focus on the challenges 

facing the manufacturing sector. One of them is the problem of access to raw 

materials. It is necessary to introduce a simple rule - the price of raw materials for 

the domestic industry must be affordable, and the volume must be sufficient. By the 

end of the year, the Government must find the best solution to this important task. 

 

At the same time, it should be kept in mind that the resource potential of our country 

is not fully disclosed, the geological knowledge remains at a low level. 

 

Investors’ access to quality geological information needs to be increased. To achieve 

this, an effective National Geological Service should be created on the basis of 

disparate subordinate organizations. This organization should not become a 

monopolist that decides to whom and how to give access to the subsoil. Its role is to 

provide comprehensive service support to investors. 

 

The subsoil use industry needs a new impetus, especially in terms of geological 

exploration and integrated subsoil study. The reforms initiated under the Plan of the 

Nation should be brought to practical completion - an open digital database of 

geological information should be created, and investors should have access to it. 

 

Mineral resources are a national treasure. Decisions on access to them through 

behind-the-scenes discussions in the quiet of offices should be outlawed. The 

relevant authorities will provide control on this issue. 

 

The excessive presence of the state in the economy seriously hinders its growth and 

competitiveness, leads to corruption and illegal lobbying. State-owned enterprises 

still dominate many sectors and enjoy monopoly privileges. 

 

We have started to solve these problems. As such, the Concept of Public 

Administration provides for measures to reduce the quasi-public sector, increase its 

efficiency, transparency, and accountability. The Supreme Council for Reforms has 

approved a new privatisation plan. Now strict control is needed. 
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But there are other questions as well. In particular, why do individual national 

companies and state-owned enterprises operate at a loss, while their top leadership 

are not responsible for this? The Government has to solve this problem. 

 

We also faced uncontrolled inflation growth. The National Bank and the 

Government turned out to be powerless in the face of inflation, referring to global 

trends. Excuses like these highlight the vulnerability of the national economy. 

Another question arises: what then is the role of our professional economists? 

 

The main task of the National Bank and the Government is to return inflation to the 

4-6% corridor. 

 

As a result of the implementation of anti-crisis measures with a total volume of 6.3 

trillion tenge (over USD 14.7 billion), an excess money supply appeared in the 

economy. But there are niches to which these funds do not flow. Second-tier banks 

do not invest in small projects, especially in rural areas. 

 

Therefore, it is necessary to use the potential of microfinance organizations. They 

work in the field, they know the clients, their business, and their opportunities. The 

National Bank and the Financial Regulatory Agency should prepare a package of 

decisions on this issue. 

 

Work to reduce the level of stressed assets is of great importance. 

 

We decided that the state should not help bankers. In addition, frozen assets need to 

be returned to economic circulation, but exclusively on a market basis. This requires 

a legal framework. The Government, together with the Agency for Financial 

Regulation, should submit the legislation to Parliament by the end of the year. 

 

Now regarding the non-monetary components of inflation. The main one is food 

prices. 

 

Much has been said about the enormous agrarian potential of Kazakhstan. But in the 

field of the agro-industrial complex, a lot of problems have accumulated. 
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First of all, it is ineffective pricing and distribution of food products. Earlier I talked 

about the importance of creating a network of wholesale distribution centres. This 

task is underway. 

 

It is important to provide access to them for small agricultural producers, including, 

possibly, personal subsidiary plots. Monopolization of this market is unacceptable. 

 

It is also necessary to ensure uniform control over prices along the chain from 

producer to consumer. Several departments are now responsible for this work. After 

the next jump in prices, instead of a thoughtful analysis and taking effective 

measures, they begin to “point fingers at each other”. It’s time to put things in order 

in this regard. It is necessary to delimit areas of responsibility, define one body as 

the main one, and prescribe clear regulations for the interaction of other departments. 

The Government must make a decision on this issue within a month. 

 

Secondly, unfavourable weather conditions exposed serious problems in livestock. 

We took prompt measures to stabilise the food supply situation. However, systemic 

action is still needed in this area. 

 

It is necessary to expand the area of cultivation of fodder crops and strengthen 

control over the observance of crop rotation, to make wider use of the possibilities 

of space monitoring and remote sensing of lands. It is also important to improve the 

efficiency of pasture use. 

Today, farmers do not have access to grazing areas as they belong to persons with 

well-known surnames, who have built impregnable fortresses around their 

possessions. Governors cannot solve this problem for various reasons, including 

personal dependence. 

 

The Government, together with authorised bodies, needs to take decisive measures 

to remedy the situation. Particular attention should be paid to providing the private 

farmsteads of villagers with pasture lands. Their legal status and support tools must 

be prescribed in a separate Law “On Personal Subsidiary Farms”. The Government 

needs to develop legislation as soon as possible. 

 

The sphere of veterinary medicine also requires improvement, which needs a clear 

delineation of functions and powers between the center and the regions. The health 
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and productivity of livestock depends on the effective work of veterinarians in the 

field. And this, in turn, directly affects the well-being of rural residents. 

 

Expansion of exports of a significant part of agricultural products is impossible 

without a modern veterinary service. Therefore, consistent work is required in this 

area: digitalization of processes, automation of data collection and transmission, 

personnel training and salary increases. By the end of the year, the Government must 

take concrete measures to reform the veterinary system. 

 

Thirdly, there is inconsistency in our agricultural policy. Politics also changes with 

the change of ministers. In such conditions, it is difficult for farmers to plan work 

for the future. It is necessary to work out a single general position. In accordance 

with it, it is necessary to revise and stabilise the mechanisms of subsidies. 

 

Over the past five years alone, more than 2 trillion tenge (USD 4.7 billion) has been 

allocated for subsidies. Unfortunately, more than half of the criminal cases in the 

agro-industrial complex are related to the theft of subsidies. This situation is 

unacceptable. 

 

It is necessary to strengthen the regulatory framework, introduce a system of 

effective planning and monitoring. The procedure for issuing subsidies should be 

clear and transparent. Subsidies should be fully available to small and medium-sized 

farms. 

 

It is necessary to study in detail the instruments for stimulating the technological re-

equipment of agriculture. About 90% of the technologies used in the agro-industrial 

complex are completely outdated and in need of modernization. 

 

The agricultural subsidy policy needs to be brought in line with the industrial policy 

of the state. I ask the Government and the Baiterek Holding to prepare a package of 

proposals on these issues. 

 

In general, the main task of the agro-industrial complex is to fully provide the 

country with basic food products. 

 

This year I signed a law that finally put an end to the sale and lease of agricultural 

land to foreigners and companies with foreign participation. 
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The Land Code has been amended to encourage domestic investors to invest in the 

development of rural areas. These changes make it possible to involve agricultural 

land in a full-fledged economic turnover. 

 

I am sure that all these decisions will have a beneficial effect on our agro-industrial 

sector, which will become one of the key points of growth of the national economy. 

 

Next issue. In the modern world, one of the main factors of competitiveness is 

extensive digitization. 

 

The transfer of modern digital technologies, the introduction of elements of Industry 

4.0 are extremely important for Kazakhstan. We must actively work with our 

strategic partners abroad. 

 

At the same time, it is important to nurture and strengthen the domestic IT sector. 

The country needs young, educated, motivated personnel. In line with the National 

Digitization Project, it is necessary to train at least 100,000 highly qualified IT 

specialists. 

 

The export of services and goods of the digital industry should reach at least $500 

million by 2025. 

 

These and other challenges will require a complete digital reboot of the public sector. 

Here, the main and long-standing problem is the lack of effective integration of 

information systems of state bodies. This issue requires a radical, speedy solution. 

 

First, a fundamentally new architecture of “digital government” has to be built. All 

IT initiatives of the public sector will be based exclusively on the new platform of 

the Kazakh state technical supervision. It will eliminate duplication, ineffective 

costs, and bureaucracy, 100% of public services will be available to citizens from 

smartphones. 

Secondly, we are launching a Digital Transformation Centre, where all business 

processes of government agencies will be revised and converted into a digital format. 

 

Thirdly, it is necessary to create a platform for interaction between national 

companies and the IT community. The digital needs and demands of the quasi-public 

sector should be met as much as possible by the efforts of domestic companies. 
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Fourth, it is necessary to gradually expand and update data transmission lines, 

linking them with international corridors. Modern data centres should be built that 

can serve neighbouring countries. 

 

We must realise our enormous information and telecommunications potential. In the 

new digital age, it will have geopolitical significance. Kazakhstan should become a 

central digital hub in a broad part of the Eurasian region. 

 

To solve this issue, it is necessary, of course, to strengthen the personnel plan. I ask 

the Prime Minister to give me his suggestions. 

 

The situation in Afghanistan and the general growth of global tensions has put before 

us the task of rebooting the military-industrial sector and the Military Doctrine. 

 

Strengthening our defence capability and increasing the responsiveness to threats 

should also become priorities of national importance. We must prepare for external 

shocks and worst-case scenarios. Modelling of risks coming from the outside has 

become highly relevant. It is necessary to conduct stress tests, work out scenarios, 

on the basis of which the action plans of the state apparatus will be developed and 

adjusted. 

 

  

II. IMPROVING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE HEALTHCARE SYSTEM 

 

Our proverb says, “Health is our main wealth”. 

 

The coronavirus has become a serious challenge for the health care system. The 

pandemic that has gripped the world is not receding. Every day, thousands of our 

fellow citizens fall ill, many die. 

 

Since the early days of the pandemic, we have taken immediate action to control the 

spread of the infection. 

 

Kazakhstan is one of the few countries that has released its own vaccine against the 

virus. We have no doubts about the efficacy and safety of our QazVac vaccine, in 

which other countries are already showing interest. 
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We have a sufficient supply of vaccines; Kazakhs have the opportunity to choose 

while many nations do not have this privilege. 

 

Mass vaccination continues in the country, but its opponents are still present in 

society. They not only refuse to be vaccinated, but also urge the population not to do 

so. Succumbing to their influence, many have become disoriented. 

 

All these people should understand that they are responsible not only for themselves, 

but also for the lives of others. Therefore, people should not follow the lead of 

individuals campaigning against vaccination. 

 

Humanity has experienced more than one epidemic. We must not forget that many 

dangerous diseases were stopped only after the advent of vaccines. 

 

In the near future, new strains of coronavirus may appear in the world, experts 

predict other pandemics. We cannot simply wait out these processes. We have to 

learn to live and thrive in such conditions. 

 

Therefore, it is now important to purchase booster vaccines, to speed up the purchase 

of vaccines registered by the World Health Organization. 

 

It is also necessary to prepare the entire health care system for the transition to 

regular vaccinations. 

 

A National Biosafety Forecasting System of the country should be established. This 

measure is provided for in the relevant legislation. I ask Parliament to ensure its 

adoption by the end of the session. 

 

Many laboratories for sanitary and epidemiological expertise do not meet 

international standards. As part of the “Healthy Nation” national project, it should 

be envisaged to equip at least 12 laboratories with high-tech equipment. This will 

increase the level of compliance of our laboratories with international standards up 

to 90%. 

 

The situation with diseases not related to coronavirus should not be allowed to 

worsen. In a pandemic, routine screenings and surgeries are postponed. Many 
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children do not receive routine vaccinations. Of course, this state of affairs is 

unacceptable. 

 

The medical field needs substantial funding. We are talking about infrastructure, 

personnel, drug supply. 

 

The pharmaceutical industry requires special attention. The fight against the virus 

has shown that the industry has become an important factor in competitiveness and 

security. Therefore, it will be necessary to create a Centre for laboratory and 

technical testing of medical devices, accredited in accordance with all international 

standards. 

 

Cooperation with global pharmaceutical corporations should be intensified. It is 

important to attract investors, to ensure the transfer of technologies and the latest 

developments. It is necessary to expand the volume and range of off-take contracts 

with domestic producers. The share of medicines and medical devices of domestic 

production must be increased from the existing 17 to 50% by 2025. 

 

The key to health is the culture of exercise. I reiterate, it is necessary to create all 

conditions for mass and children's sports. Governors of the regions should ensure 

the phased construction of the sports infrastructure. 

 

Overall, in connection with the results of the Tokyo Olympics, there is a need to 

consider the state of affairs in sports at a separate meeting. 

 

III. QUALITY EDUCATION 

 

Since January of this year, the salary of teachers has increased by 25%. Over the 

next three years, we will additionally allocate 1.2 trillion tenge (over USD 2.8 

billion) for these purposes. The measures taken are bearing fruit - the average score 

of applicants to pedagogical specialties has grown sharply. 

 

We will continue our policy of supporting teachers. At the same time, in the context 

of global changes, it is highly likely that the knowledge acquired will become 

outdated before the graduate enters the labour market. Therefore, the relevant 

ministry faces the urgent task of adapting curricula to new realities. 
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The results of distance learning during a pandemic indicate the insufficient 

efficiency of national communication networks. This led to the emergence of a large 

number of students who do not possess basic, elementary knowledge. Another 

problem has arisen, one might say, trouble: children drop out of school because they 

do not see the need for it. 

 

The Government is instructed to seriously address this issue, in particular to improve 

the quality of information systems for remote learning formats. Our education must 

be accessible and inclusive. 

 

But there are some positive news as well. This year, several Kazakh schoolchildren 

became winners of international Olympiads. 

 

Such talented children need to be fully supported. We will provide them with grants 

for admission to universities on a non-competition basis and pay one-time cash 

bonuses. Teachers who taught these children should also be encouraged morally and 

financially. 

 

It is fundamentally important to support children from socially vulnerable families 

within the framework of “universal education”. Material support measures should 

be supplemented with an educational project Digital Teacher. 

 

The education system needs motivated and qualified teachers. I believe that 

retraining of teachers is required every three years, and not every five years, as it is 

now. After all, they should be the carriers of new knowledge, real enlighteners. At 

the same time, cases should not be allowed when teachers take courses at their own 

expense. 

 

The shortage of places in schools remains an acute problem of the secondary 

education system and the deficit is 225,000 places. If urgent measures are not taken, 

then by 2025 it could reach one million places. Earlier, I gave instructions on the 

construction of at least 800 schools by the end of 2025. Today I set the task to bring 

this figure to 1,000 schools. 

 

In addition to construction at the expense of the budget, it is necessary to involve the 

private sector in solving this acute problem. 

 



26 
 

A phased transition to per capita financing and full-fledged rural schools should 

begin. 

 

Early vocational guidance for children is of particular importance. The younger 

generation should be conscious of the choice of a future profession. The 

Government, together with the Atameken National Chamber, needs to tackle this 

important task. 

We will continue to implement the Free Technical and Vocational Education project. 

 

Today, 237,000 people from among the NEET (Not in Employment, Education, or 

Training) youth remain unreached. Every year 50,000 applicants enter on a paid 

basis, 85% of them are classified as low-income. This situation needs to be corrected. 

It is necessary to ensure 100 percent coverage of free TVE (Technical and vocational 

education) for in-demand specialties. 

 

Another opportunity for obtaining a profession should be the army. It is necessary 

to work out the issue of the development by conscripts of job specialties necessary 

in the real sector of the economy. 

 

The task of the relevant ministry is to ensure the improvement of the quality of higher 

education. Universities are obliged to be responsible for the proper training of 

personnel. 

 

The most important priority is the development of science. To solve the accumulated 

problems in this area, it is necessary to amend the legislation by the end of the year. 

 

First of all, it is necessary to ensure a stable and decent salary for leading scientists, 

including it in the basic funding of science. At a meeting of the National Council of 

Public Trust, I instructed to introduce direct funding for research institutes involved 

in fundamental science. The relevant ministry should develop clear and transparent 

rules for the selection and funding of such scientific organizations. 

 

Furthermore. A serious barrier to the development of basic science is that grants are 

limited to three years. In such a short planning horizon, it is difficult to achieve any 

meaningful results. Consideration should be given to increasing the period of grant 

funding for science to five years. 
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The problem of the objectivity of the decisions of the National Scientific Councils 

is still on the agenda. I believe that a need has arisen to introduce the institution of 

appeal. 

 

Ultimately, Kazakh education and science are faced with a large-scale, urgent task - 

not just to keep up with new trends, but to be one step ahead, to generate trends. 

 

IV. IMPROVEMENT OF REGIONAL POLICIES 

 

The main principle of the "listening state" is that the state apparatus should work in 

the interests of citizens. This primarily concerns local authorities. 

 

It is the governors’ offices that are called upon to interact with citizens and promptly 

solve their problems. However, this often does not happen. Central management 

occasionally has to correct decisions made in the regions or even make decisions for 

them. 

 

Governors of different levels are not always capable of strong independent 

decisions; they look to the Centre. This is largely due to the fact that the current level 

of accountability of governors to citizens is insufficient. The assessment of their 

activities practically does not depend on the opinion of the residents of the regions 

themselves. Therefore, it is necessary to optimise the mechanism for evaluating the 

work of governors at all levels. 

 

Independent opinion polls should be an important approach. They give an objective 

picture of the real attitude of the population to the quality of the work of the 

authorities. Citizens’ voices are heard directly through polls, not through formal 

reports. The Presidential Administration should prepare a package of proposals on 

this issue. 

 

In regional policy, primary attention should be focused on reducing imbalances in 

socio-economic development. It is necessary to correctly combine the tasks specific 

to each region with national priorities. 

 

As part of the National Development Plan, 25 specific tasks were identified to 

improve the quality of life of citizens. These are the main directions of our work. 
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Therefore, the Government and governors will have to update the Regional 

Development Plans in accordance with the approved national goals. 

 

Of course, one of the main tools for reducing imbalances is the prioritization of 

budget expenditures. The allocation of funds from the state budget should not 

depend on the “pushy power” of governors, any personal preferences, and other 

subjective factors. 

 

To “reboot” the budgeting processes, it is necessary to use the per capita financing 

mechanism more widely; it is necessary to introduce an objective method of 

allocating budget limits. 

 

It is necessary to simplify budget processes, radically reduce bureaucracy in this 

matter, and expand the use of digital tools for planning and budget execution. It is 

necessary to introduce a block budget with increased responsibility of administrators 

of budget programmes. The Government needs to develop a package of amendments 

to budget legislation and by-laws. 

 

An extremely acute problem is the systematic overestimation of the cost of projects. 

This applies to both small facilities, such as kindergartens and schools, and large 

infrastructure projects. The current regulatory framework and practice should be 

radically revised as soon as possible. The Government, the Accounts Committee is 

instructed to submit proposals by December 1. 

 

The next question is to increase the financial independence of the regions. 

 

Since 2020, the corporate income tax from SMEs has been transferred to local 

budgets. During this period, despite the decline in economic activity, revenues to 

local budgets were 25% higher than the plan. This indicates the increased interest of 

governors in the development of local business, an increase in investment and the 

tax base. 

 

The trend in this direction must continue. I ask the Government to prepare a package 

of relevant proposals by the end of the year. 

 

Kazakhstan is in line with a steady trend towards urbanization. Millions of cities 

should become the backbone of the global competitiveness of Kazakhstan, and 
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regional centres – points of growth for the regions. Therefore, it will be necessary to 

develop a Law on the Development of Agglomerations and new standards for 

integrated urban development. 

 

Adherence to the “people and infrastructure” principle is essential. The focus should 

be on the development of promising villages. The main goal is to ensure their 

compliance with the System of Regional Standards. These approaches should be 

enshrined in the Territorial Development Plan. 

 

27 monotowns now account for about 40% of industrial production. They are home 

to 1.4 million of our fellow citizens. We need substantiated decisions regarding the 

further functioning of monotowns. In the near future we will discuss this issue at a 

separate meeting. 

 

Development of local self-government is an important priority. In the cities of 

central subordination and regional centres, a public participation budget has been 

successfully introduced. Dozens of improvement projects have been implemented in 

accordance with the real needs of citizens. This has been a successful experience. 

Now it is necessary to increase by 10 times the share of residents’ participation in 

the budget for improvement and housing and communal services. 

 

To strengthen the internal connectivity of the country, it is necessary to complete all 

the initiated projects on transport infrastructure. As part of the state programme 

Nurly Zhol, a single transport network is being formed connecting the centre with 

the regions. Strategically important infrastructure and social projects have been 

implemented. The task of the governors and the Government is to launch similar 

Infrastructure Development Programmes for each region. 

 

On the ground, there are long-standing issues of infrastructure modernization. 

 

The Government, together with the Samruk-Kazyna Fund, should start 

implementing the following large-scale projects: the construction of a combined 

cycle plant at the site of Almaty Combined Heat and Power plant-2, the 

modernization of Combined Heat and Power plant-3 and the expansion of Combined 

Heat and Power plant-1, commissioning of 1000 MW of new generating capacities 

in the southern region, and the reconstruction of cable networks in Almaty and the 
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Almaty region. The total investment in these projects will amount to more than one 

trillion tenge (over USD 2.3 billion). 

 

Together with strategic investors in various regions of the country, we will 

commission about 2,400 MW of renewable energy capacities. 

 

Much attention should be paid to environmental problems in the country, especially 

air quality. 

 

In the medium term, the 10 most polluted cities need to be supplied with gas and to 

switch to alternative energy sources. 

 

To improve the situation with gas supply to the western regions, implementation of 

three projects totalling 700 billion tenge (USD 1.6 billion) will begin this year. They 

include the construction of a gas processing plant at Kashagan, the construction of a 

looping line for the Makat-North Caucasus gas pipeline, and the modernization of 

the Beineu-Zhanaozen gas pipeline. 

 

Now we come to the next important question. In the next ten years, the United 

Nations predicts a global water shortage. By 2030, the world's water shortage could 

reach 40%. Therefore, we need to improve water conservation through the latest 

technology and digitalisation. This is a strategic task - there is no other way to 

prevent water shortages. The government needs to prepare specific solutions that 

will stimulate the introduction of water-saving technologies and effectively regulate 

water consumption. 

 

To preserve the ecosystems of water bodies and the careful use of resources, we will 

begin the reconstruction of 120 canals. 9 new reservoirs will be built in Akmola, 

Almaty, West Kazakhstan, Zhambyl, Kyzylorda, Turkestan regions. We have all the 

necessary resources to implement this large-scale project. 

 

To provide drinking water to the districts of the Atyrau and Mangistau regions, the 

Astrakhan-Mangyshlak main water pipeline will be modernised, and a new 

desalination plant will be built in the Kenderli village. 

 

In general, the problem of access to drinking water has not been resolved, despite 

the fact that colossal funds have been allocated for this purpose for decades. 
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Therefore, I set a task as part of the National Regional Development Project to 

provide 100% of cities and villages with clean drinking water within five years. This 

is a priority task for the Government. 

 

There is one more question that I would like to touch upon separately. The world is 

moving towards greening industry and economy. Today these are no longer just 

words, but concrete decisions in the form of taxes, duties, and technical regulation 

measures. We cannot stand aside, as all this affects us directly through export, 

investment, and technology transfer. This is, without any exaggeration, the issue of 

sustainable development of Kazakhstan. 

 

Therefore, I have set the goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2060. It is necessary 

to work in this direction very pragmatically. The population and economy of our 

huge country are growing, and energy is needed for quality growth. 

 

With the gradual decline of the coal era, in addition to renewables, we will have to 

think about sources of reliable basic energy generation. By 2030, there will be a 

shortage of electricity in Kazakhstan. 

 

Global experience suggests the most optimal solution - a peaceful atom. The 

question is not an easy one, therefore it is necessary to approach its solution as 

rationally as possible, without speculation and emotions. During the year, the 

Government and Samruk-Kazyna should explore the possibility of developing safe 

and environmentally friendly nuclear energy in Kazakhstan. 

 

This issue must also be considered from the point of view of the development of 

engineering, the formation of a new generation of qualified nuclear engineers. 

 

A promising area is also the production of "green" hydrogen and hydrogen energy 

in general. The government is instructed to prepare proposals on this issue as well. 
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V. FORMATION OF AN EFFECTIVE ECOSYSTEM IN THE LABOUR 

MARKET 

 

The pandemic has brought about a significant transformation of the labour market, 

first and foremost the rapid development of the remote work format. 

 

A new trend is gaining momentum amid the emergence of many new professions, 

automation, and digitalization of most processes. In such realities, personal 

competitiveness can only be ensured by repeated retraining and mastering of new 

professions. Therefore, a law “On professional qualifications” is needed. It should 

regulate the issues of recognition of qualifications, stimulate employees to improve 

their competencies. 

 

Total digitalization has led to new forms of employment based on online platforms. 

Striking examples of this are taxi drivers, couriers, and others. This area needs 

government assistance in terms of social and health insurance, pensions, and 

taxation. 

 

Migration processes also have a great influence on our labour market. Kazakhstan is 

the second country in the Commonwealth of Independent States in terms of the 

number of received labour migrants. We need the right solutions to problems in this 

area. The government will have to develop a new Migration Policy Concept. It 

should also reflect the mechanisms for protecting the rights of our citizens working 

abroad. 

 

New approaches are also required to the issues of internal labour mobility. The 

Government will have to reformat the current mechanism for allocating benefits to 

citizens moving from the south to the north of the country. In particular, benefits can 

be provided not only through governors’ offices, but also by reimbursing the costs 

of employers who independently hire workers from the southern regions. 

 

It is necessary to actively help internal migrants who want to be engaged in 

independent business. It is also necessary to consider the possibility of providing 

them with land plots not only for the construction of houses, but also for agricultural 

activities, to provide wider access to government support measures. 
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I would like to touch upon on one more issue separately. Kazakhstan is a social state. 

Comprehensive assistance to citizens in difficult situations is one of our priorities. 

Unfortunately, paternalistic sentiments and social dependency are strengthening in 

society. 

 

There are many citizens in the country who deliberately exploit state social 

programmes. This situation creates wrong attitudes in the public mind. As in any 

civilised country, they must answer before the law and society. At the same time, 

those who need real help remain outside the perimeter of support measures. Of 

course, the possibilities of our country are great, but they are not limitless. 

 

The desire to receive unreasonable social benefits discourages a person from earning 

through their labour. This inappropriate lifestyle has already begun to negatively 

affect the value system of young people. Therefore, we need fundamental changes 

in the consciousness of citizens, society, and legislation. In the upcoming Social 

Code, all these issues need to be given close attention. 

  

VI. POLITICAL MODERNIZATIONAND PROTECTION OF HUMAN 

RIGHTS 

 

Phased political modernization is one of the main tasks of the strategic course of our 

state. 

 

Over the past two years, we have managed to carry out a number of substantial 

transformations in this area. A new law has been adopted, which enshrined the 

principle of notifying of the plan to hold a rally; the threshold for political parties to 

enter the Mazhilis has been reduced to 5% of votes received; and the option “against 

all” has been added to ballots. 

 

These and other steps were widely supported by the society. They strengthen our 

vector for sustainable democratic development, qualitatively change the political 

system, and promote wider involvement of citizens in government. 

 

But there is no room for complacency. Our goal is to further improve the efficiency 

of the state, transparency, and competitiveness of the political process. Therefore, 

political reforms will continue. 
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For the consistent strengthening of statehood, we will carry out all the 

transformations gradually, taking into account our specifics. This is the only true 

way to build a strong, just, and progressive state. Our citizens fully share this 

approach. 

 

The most important step was the introduction of direct election of rural mayors. This 

is a fundamental moment of the political reform proposed by me in last year's 

Address. This decision directly affects the interests of the villagers, that is, more than 

40% of Kazakhs. We are on the right track. And already in 2024, citizens will have 

the opportunity to elect district mayors in a pilot mode. 

 

An important factor in the further modernization of local self-government is the 

development of civic culture. 

 

The Presidential Administration will need to develop an effective mechanism to 

support civil initiatives in rural areas. It is necessary to adapt the system of grant 

financing to the requests of rural NGOs, to introduce a simplified procedure for their 

receipt. This will give a good impetus for social activity in the countryside. 

 

The introduction of a 30 percent quota for women and youth in the electoral lists 

encouraged the parties to work more actively, to rejuvenate their ranks, and to look 

for new faces. At the same time, the quota was not properly reflected in the final 

composition of the members of parliament. Therefore, in order to obtain a full-

fledged effect, it is necessary to legislate the norm on the mandatory consideration 

of this quota when distributing mandates of members of parliament. 

 

We are building an inclusive society. So far, in our country, people with special 

needs are poorly represented in social and political life. I propose to expand the list 

of quota categories of citizens. In addition to women and youth, a quota for people 

with special needs will be established. 

 

As you know, I always highlight the field of human rights protection as a separate 

issue. Over the past two years, we have made significant progress in this direction. 

 

In January of this year, I signed the Law on the Ratification of the Second Optional 

Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, aimed at 

abolishing the death penalty. Now we have to harmonise the norms of the Criminal 
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Code with the provisions of the Second Optional Protocol. I hope the corresponding 

law will be adopted by the end of the year. 

 

At the beginning of the summer, in accordance with my decree, the Government 

approved the Comprehensive Plan for the Protection of Human Rights. This 

important document lays down a long-term institutional framework for further 

improvement of the human rights protection system in Kazakhstan. 

 

After the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, active work began on ensuring 

gender equality. In this regard, it is necessary to ensure maximum support for the 

economic and political positions of women in society. The Presidential 

Administration is responsible for this work. 

 

Changes should also be made to the Concept of Family and Gender Policy. 

 

Substantial changes are taking place in the law enforcement system. Administrative 

justice has been functioning since July 1, 2021. This institute is established a new 

type of a relationship between the state apparatus and citizens. Modern formats are 

being introduced to courts; redundant court procedures are being reduced. At the 

legislative level, the interpretation of all contradictions and ambiguities of the 

legislation is provided in favour of citizens and business. 

 

With the introduction of the three-tier model, the protection of participants in 

criminal proceedings has increased. Since the beginning of this year, the unjustified 

involvement of more than 2,000 citizens in the law enforcement system has been 

prevented. 

 

The efficiency of prosecutorial supervision has increased - 98% of baseless decisions 

were cancelled within three days. It is necessary to gradually expand the competence 

of prosecutors in the preparation of indictments. This will increase their 

responsibility and strengthen mechanisms for the legal assessment of the results of 

the investigation. 

 

The internal affairs bodies are freed from a number of non-core functions. The status 

of district inspectors has been increased, and they are endowed with additional 

powers in the field of crime prevention. 
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In a number of regions, a police service model has been launched in a pilot mode. 

The next step is scaling it up. The success of this work largely depends on the 

involvement of local authorities, which must understand the essence of the reforms 

and provide assistance to the police. 

 

At the same time, the practical issues of combating crime must not be overlooked. 

Just indignation of citizens is causing an increase in fraud. The Prosecutor General’s 

Office will have to develop a set of measures to combat fraud and financial pyramids. 

 

The prevention and suppression of sexual crimes against children, especially those 

left without parental care, should be under special control. 

 

The spread of drugs, including synthetic drugs, poses a terrible threat to the well-

being of future generations. Law enforcement agencies are instructed to create a 

powerful barrier against the spread of this infection among our citizens, especially 

among young people. 

 

An effective fight against corruption should be continued. By the end of the year, 

the specialised agency needs to submit for approval a strategic document that defines 

the programme of our actions for the medium term. At the same time, special 

attention should be paid to the eradication of “everyday corruption”. 

 

While defending the rights of citizens, we must not forget about the rights of human 

rights defenders, including lawyers. It is necessary to ensure the safety of their 

activities, to suppress illegal actions that impede their work. 

 

All of the above measures are an integral part of our strategic course aimed at 

improving the political system and protecting human rights. 

  

VII. CONSOLIDATION AS A MAIN FACTOR FOR FURTHER 

PROGRESS 

 

Kazakhstan is entering a completely new era, bringing fundamental changes in all 

spheres of life. In the context of global instability and a multitude of new challenges, 

we need to strengthen our values and form a clear image of the future. 

 



37 
 

Our main principle “unity in diversity” is unshakable. Therefore, the harmonious 

development of interethnic relations has always been and will be one of the main 

directions of the state policy of Kazakhstan. And this is not just rhetoric, this 

approach is supported by the absolute majority of Kazakhs. For our citizens, consent, 

tolerance is life itself, a living reality, conditioned by the linkages of cultures and 

languages. 

 

We, according to the Constitution, are a single nation, and this is our unconditional 

strength. While supporting pluralism of opinions, we will at the same time strictly 

suppress any forms of radicalism, we will not allow encroachment on our state 

sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

 

We must protect the unity and harmony in society as the apple of our eye. It is 

essential that all citizens realise the importance of harmonious interethnic and 

interfaith relations. 

 

We have always been immune to disunity. And we will not tolerate any 

discrimination on the basis of language, nationality, or race, insulting and 

humiliating people, we will prosecute this according to the law. Such irresponsible 

steps, contrary to the Constitution, run counter to the interests of our country. 

 

The development of the Kazakh language is one of the key priorities of state policy. 

We have achieved substantial results in this. 

 

The Kazakh language is becoming the language of education and science, culture, 

and office work. It is consistently expanding the scope of its application. This is a 

natural phenomenon. Therefore, there is no reason to talk about the disadvantaged 

position of the Kazakh language. 

 

In accordance with our Constitution, the state language is Kazakh. The Russian 

language has the status of an official language. Its use, according to our legislation, 

cannot be hindered. 

 

Every citizen who connects his future with our country should make every effort to 

learn the state language. This is one of the manifestations of true patriotism. 
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The fact that our youth speaks different languages, including Russian, is an 

advantage for us. 

 

The border between Kazakhstan and Russia is the longest in the world, and Russian 

is one of the six official languages of the United Nations. Therefore, this issue must 

be approached from the point of view of common sense. 

 

We need to develop a culture of civilised dialogue and mutual respect. A large role 

in this is assigned to the Assembly of the People of Kazakhstan. Each of us should 

feel responsible for our Homeland, for all our citizens. 

 

Effective use of the country's historical heritage and cultural potential is a crucial 

element in consolidating society and strengthening national identity. In this regard, 

Kazakhstan has ample opportunities, also for positioning itself advantageously in 

the international arena. 

 

At the same time, our policy on this issue should be revised. Right now, for some 

reason, the state most often finances projects only of certain figures who are keen to 

absorb budgets. 

 

Young and talented sculptors, painters, theatre actors, musicians, writers who master 

new genre formats and constantly experiment, while surviving at the expense of 

patrons of the arts, remain “underground”. Yet Kazakh culture is gaining global 

traction thanks to them. 

 

Therefore, by the end of the year, the Government, together with experts, need to 

present a plan of practical measures aimed at promoting a new culture and its 

talented representatives. 

 

We should consider establishing a Creative Industry Support Fund. 

 

The intelligentsia at all times played a special role in our country. They have always 

led our nation forward, guided the youth, fought against ignorance, and was engaged 

in enlightenment. These qualities are at the heart of our national code, and we must 

not lose it. 
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This is the age of the Internet. A huge flow of negative information poisons the 

consciousness of the modern generation. False meanings and short-lived values are 

becoming widespread. This is a very dangerous trend. 

 

At such moments, the active position of the intelligentsia is especially important. Its 

credibility is determined not by awards, but by real deeds. 

 

The main task is to instil universal human values in young people. In our society, it 

is necessary to cultivate such qualities as patriotism, passion for knowledge, hard 

work, solidarity, and responsibility. 

 

Therefore, I urge our intellectuals and creative people not to stay away from solving 

problems that affect the future of the country. 

 

It is important for us to develop traditions of dialogue and civic participation, to 

cultivate progressive values that are deeply rooted in our internal solidarity and 

unity. 

 

Only together can we strengthen our unique country identity. As the First President 

of Kazakhstan Nursultan Nazarbayev has repeatedly emphasized, interethnic and 

interfaith harmony is our invaluable asset. 

 

For the sake of the future of our state, we are obliged to preserve and strengthen 

internal stability and national unity. 

 

Dear compatriots! 

 

These are the key priorities of our immediate agenda. 

 

The main wealth of Kazakhstan is its people. 

 

Ensuring the well-being of the people is a key goal of my work as President. 

 

Therefore, today I would like to voice a number of additional initiatives aimed 

primarily at improving the welfare of Kazakh citizens. 
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FIRST INITIATIVE 

 

I believe that there is a need to revise the minimum wage level. On the one hand, it 

is the most important macro indicator, on the other, it is an indicator clear to 

everyone. 

 

The minimum wage has not increased since 2018. The global coronavirus crisis has 

increased the pressure on the incomes of the population. In addition, in terms of the 

minimum wage, Kazakhstan is inferior to a number of CIS countries. Therefore, I 

have decided to increase from January 1, 2022, the minimum wage from the current 

42,500 tenge (USD 100) to 60,000 tenge (USD 140). 

 

This measure will directly affect more than one million people, and indirectly – all 

the workers. It will reduce the “shadow” salary fund, the size of which today reaches 

30% or maybe 40% of the declared. 

 

An increase in the minimum wage will have a positive economic effect in the form 

of an increase in domestic consumption. This, according to experts, will lead to an 

increase in GDP by 1.5%. 

 

At the same time, it is necessary to move away from the inappropriate use of the 

minimum wage as an indicator in tax, social and other spheres. 

 

I ask the Government and the Parliament to ensure that the necessary amendments 

to the legislation are made by the end of this year with entry into force next January. 

 

SECOND INITIATIVE 

 

More than 6.5 million people in Kazakhstan are hired workers. You know this well. 

The main source of income for them is wages. 

 

At the same time, over the past ten years, the growth of the wage fund has lagged 

behind the growth of profit for business owners by almost 60%. In this regard, the 

Government will develop “soft” measures to stimulate businesses to increase the 

wages of their employees. 
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Benefits through regulated procurement, as well as preferential access to 

government support, will be provided for employers who raise wages of employees. 

 

THIRD INITIATIVE 

 

The burden on the wage fund needs to be made clear and simple. Micro and small 

businesses are particularly affected by this. I propose to introduce a single payment 

from the wage fund with a reduction of the total burden from 34 percent to 25 

percent. This will stimulate businesses to bring thousands of employees out of the 

shadows, who can become full-fledged participants in the pension, social and health 

insurance systems. 

 

Inconsistencies should not be allowed on this issue. Appropriate payment systems 

need to be prepared to avoid disruptions and business costs. The system should be 

operational starting January 1, 2023. 

 

FOURTH INITIATIVE 

 

Since 2020, the salaries of more than 600,000 public sector workers including 

teachers, doctors and social workers have been increased. 

 

However, this measure did not affect other public sector workers, including 

employees of cultural institutions, archivists, librarians, technical workers, 

gamekeepers, drivers of vehicles in public companies, and others. 

 

Therefore, from 2022 to 2025, the state will annually increase the salaries of these 

categories of public sector workers by 20% on average. This initiative will directly 

affect 600,000 of our citizens. 

 

FIFTH INITIATIVE 

 

The housing issue will always be one of the most important for people. 

 

Programmes such as “Baspana Hit” and “7-20-25” will end soon. At the same time, 

market mortgage rates are still high and are far from affordable for all Kazakhs. In 

this regard, a comprehensive housing programme will be developed. Its 

administrator will be the Otbasy Bank, which is being transformed into a national 
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development institution. The bank is faced with the task of ensuring the accounting 

and distribution of housing among citizens on the basis of the “one window” 

principle. 

 

I have already noted the positive effect of the initiative for the early use of pension 

savings. It also pushed people to demand payment from employers transparently. To 

maintain this trend, I consider it necessary to allow a transfer of a part of pension 

savings above the sufficiency threshold to an account with Otbasy Bank for the 

subsequent purchase of housing. This will also stimulate the habit of accumulating 

funds and managing them wisely. 

 

Dear members of parliament! 

 

During the first session, the Parliament of the VII convocation adopted 63 laws. 

 

As a result of the well-coordinated work of both Chambers, a legislative foundation 

was created for the implementation of the systemic transformations and reforms 

carried out in the country. 

 

The regular session of the Parliament has started today. We have many important 

tasks before us. All legislations must undergo a high-quality and detailed study. You 

should always be persistent in upholding the interests of the people. 

 

Each decision must be made, taking into account not only the needs of society, but 

also the capabilities of the state. 

 

I wish you success in this responsible work! 

 

Dear compatriots! 

 

Our course is unshakable, the goal is clear. 

 

We know what needs to be done to achieve it. We consistently transform our plans 

into reality, and we will complete all endeavours. We are ready for any challenges 

and difficulties. 

 

As the Head of State, I will do my best for the good of the people. 
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Today, in order to solve the tasks that we are facing, it is necessary to consolidate 

the state and the entire society. Otherwise, tomorrow it might be too late. 

 

Anyone who doubts the course of the Head of State, does not cope with the work, 

perhaps wants to somehow sit out, or evades the implementation of the President’s 

instructions - it seems to me that they should leave their posts. 

 

We are now entering a decisive stage in our development. The state apparatus is 

obliged to function as a single mechanism. Only in this case will we ensure the 

achievement of the set goals. 

 

The cohesion of the nation is the main factor in the success of our country. When we 

are one, we are invincible. 

 

It is not for nothing that the people say: “Where there is agreement, there is 

happiness.” 

 

Our strength lies in unity! Together we will work for the good of our country! 

 

May our sacred Homeland be eternal! 
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Sub-Topic Two:   

Connectivity & interlinkages between the humanistic ideas & legacy of Yasawi and 

Nelson Mandela 

 

DEMAND EQUITY 

Seven Ways Nelson Mandela's Legacy Still Resonates Today 

"Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 

world." 

 
African National Congress President Nelson Mandela addresses the Committee 

Against Apartheid in the United Nations General Assembly Hall, Sept. 24, 1993. | 

African National Congress President Nelson Mandela addresses the Committee 

Against Apartheid in the United Nations General Assembly Hall, Sept. 24, 

1993. | Marty Lederhandler/AP 

 

By Phineas Rueckert, David Brand, and Jana Sepehr 

July 16, 2018 

2018 is the Year of Mandela — the year the independence leader of South Africa 

would have turned 100 years old. But although Nelson Mandela died in 2013 at the 

age of 95, his entire life still stands as a testament to the power of the human spirit.  

Confronted by the challenges of apartheid, physical imprisonment, and doubt, 

Mandela nonetheless wielded his inimitable spirit to improve the lives of millions of 

his fellow countrymen and women, as an activist, scholar, leader, and, ultimately, 

one of the world’s greatest-ever humanitarians.  

This year, Global Citizen is joining other organizations, leaders, and citizens of the 

world to honor Mandela’s legacy. We're going to South Africa for Global Citizen 

Festival Mandela 100, in proud partnership with the Motsepe Foundation, to call on 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/categories/demand-equity/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/authors/phineas-rueckert/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/authors/david-brand/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/authors/jana-sepehr/
http://www.globalcitizen.org.za/
http://www.globalcitizen.org.za/
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world leaders to commit to ending the various causes and consequences of extreme 

poverty. 

Not only did Mandela liberate an entire country from the grips of the racist apartheid 

system, but he also continued the fight for the world’s most vulnerable people until 

the very end of his life. 

Here are seven ways Nelson Mandela fought for the same values that Global 

Citizens hold dearly, including women’s empowerment, access to quality education, 

and the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

1. He ushered hundreds of women into the political sphere  
Embed from Getty Images 

Though South Africa has work to do to eliminate violence against women and to 

ensure that women earn the same amount of money as men, Mandela helped set the 

country on a path toward equality from the very beginning of his career as 

president.  

During his first State of the Nation Address in 1994, Mandela expressed his 

commitment to the "emancipation” of women and called for equality across systems 

in South Africa. 

Read More: 17 Inspiring Quotes From Nelson Mandela 
“It is vitally important that all structures of government, including the President 

himself, should understand this fully: that freedom cannot be achieved unless 

women have been emancipated from all forms of oppression,” Mandela said.  

“The objectives of the Reconstruction and Development Program will not have been 

realized unless we see in visible and practical terms that the condition of the women 

of our country has radically changed for the better,” he continued. “And that they 

have been empowered to intervene in all aspects of life as equals with any other 

member of society.” 

The growing number of women serving in South Africa’s parliament continues to 

demonstrate the progress toward Mandela’s mission of gender equality. 

When Mandela was elected president, women held just 2.7% of seats in South 

Africa’s parliament. But by 2013, less than two decades later, women made up 

44% of the legislature. 

2. He joined the fight against HIV/AIDS  
Embed from Getty Images 

Mandela’s record in the fight to end HIV/AIDS was not perfect, as many experts 

have pointed out, but in the years after his presidency Mandela became an ardent 

campaigner for HIV/AIDS awareness.  

As president, Mandela and certain members of his administration were reticent to 

acknowledge the scope of the AIDS crisis, which came to affect nearly one in four 

15- to 49-year-olds by 2000 — and Mandela’s hand-picked successor, Thabo 

Mbeki, was known to be an AIDS denialist.  

http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/175126274
https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/violence-against-women-and-kids-on-the-rise-20170520
http://theconversation.com/women-are-still-paid-less-than-men-in-south-african-companies-45782
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1994/940524_sona.htm
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/17-inspiring-quotes-from-nelson-mandela/
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1994/940524_sona.htm
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1994/940524_sona.htm
https://www.brandsouthafrica.com/governance/developmentnews/south-africa-s-women-in-politics
http://leadsa.co.za/articles/7771/south-africa-nelson-mandela-champion-of-womens-rights
http://leadsa.co.za/articles/7771/south-africa-nelson-mandela-champion-of-womens-rights
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/51937496
https://www.nbcnews.com/healthmain/bioethicist-mandelas-aids-legacy-silence-courage-2D11702797
https://www.nbcnews.com/healthmain/bioethicist-mandelas-aids-legacy-silence-courage-2D11702797
http://www.newsweek.com/thabo-mbeki-south-africa-hiv-aids-434745
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But in 2000, as the scope of the crisis became overwhelmingly evident, Mandela 

added his voice to the chorus of activists calling for recognition of the disease and 

action to prevent it.  

“Our country is facing a disaster of immeasurable proportions from HIV/AIDS,” 

Mandela said on World AIDS Day that year. "We are facing a silent and invisible 

enemy that is threatening the very fabric of our society.”  

In 2003, Mandela’s foundation launched the 46664 initiative — a concert series that 

brought AIDS to the forefront of the global conversation that was broadcast to 2 

million viewers. The concert raised money for AIDS research and advocacy. Two 

years later, Mandela announced that his son had died of AIDS, which was said to 

have normalized the illness in the eyes of many.  

According to Michel Sidibe, head of the UN's Aids agency UNAIDS, Mandela’s 

campaigning “[laid] the foundations of the modern AIDS response and his influence 

helped save millions of lives and transformed health in Africa.”  

3. He brought education to rural students  
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the 

world," Mandela famously said. 

And for Mandela, bringing about real educational change started in the countryside.  

In 2007, Mandela founded the Nelson Mandela Institute for Rural Development and 

Education to train and send high-quality teachers to rural areas and equip schools 

with modern facilities.  

While the majority of South African students — black and white — now attend 

primary school, vast income inequality, as well as untrained teachers and improper 

facilities, has prevented rural students from making up the racial achievement gap 

that emerged during apartheid.   

 “Many [students in] far off rural areas in our country do not become confident 

readers and writers,” Mandela said at the time. “Indeed, they are denied the 

creativity that in turn denies the world the boldness of their ideas.” 

The Institute for Rural Development and Education, located in the rural Eastern 

Cape region of the country, has as its mission the promotion of a more sustainable 

future for younger generations and for the planet.  

4. He fought for children  
Embed from Getty Images 

“The true character of society is revealed in how it treats its children,” 

Mandela said in 1997. 

And throughout his life, Mandela lived by those words as a steadfast champion for 

the rights of children. Today, the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund carries on his 

legacy by pledging “to give voice and dignity to the African child by building a 

rights-based movement.” 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-10529266
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-10529266
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-10529266
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-10529266
http://www.mandelainstitute.org.za/work.php
http://www.mandelainstitute.org.za/work.php
http://www.geocurrents.info/economic-geography/inequality-trends-in-south-africa
http://www.geocurrents.info/economic-geography/inequality-trends-in-south-africa
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/171966570
http://www.nelsonmandelachildrensfund.com/news/nelson-mandela-quotes-about-children
http://www.nelsonmandelachildrensfund.com/about-the-fund.html
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During his tenure as president Mandela donated a third of his salary to create the 

organization, which he charged with ending extreme poverty and its symptoms, such 

as hunger, exploitation, and homelessness. 

In 2009, Mandela received the World Children’s Prize Decade Child Rights Hero 

award in recognition of his commitment to the children of South Africa and the 

world. When he won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993, Mandela donated part of his 

prize money to support street children and other kids in need.  

5. He promoted scientific and environmental education 
Embed from Getty Images 

Mandela so valued the power of science and research that he lent his name to three 

institutes of technology in Nigeria, Tanzania, and Burkina Faso. 

Another institute in South Africa also bears his name. It’s a remarkable development 

in a country where black people were not even allowed to attend classes a generation 

ago. 

During Apartheid, black South Africans were prevented from studying science and 

technology and barred from careers in the STEM field. But that changed when 

Mandela was elected president. 

“South Africa's need for rapid expansion of its scientific and technological skills is 

immense,” he said at the opening of the Academy of Science of South Africa in 

1996. “On your shoulders rest the challenge of giving science a face that inspires our 

youth to seek out science, engineering and technology.” 

But Mandela’s commitment to technological achievement did not come at the 

expense of the natural world. He was a staunch environmentalist and opposed the 

degradation of South Africa’s natural resources by former colonial powers and their 

allies inside Africa.  

Mandela also worked to ensure that all South Africans could have access to clean 

water — a mission that continues today. 

“In [the] impoverishment of the natural environment, it is the absence of access to 

clean water that strikes most starkly,” he once said. “That our government has made 

significant progress in bringing potable water nearer to so many more people than 

was previously the case, I rate amongst the most important achievements of 

democracy in our country.” 

6. He expanded voting rights to all South Africans 
Embed from Getty Images 

In Nelson Mandela’s first-ever televised interview as an anti-Apartheid activist, in 

1961, the leader made one demand crystal clear. Asked by reporter Brian Widlake 

what black Africans wanted to achieve through their actions, Mandela’s response 

was unambiguous:  

"The Africans require, want the franchise, the basis of One Man One Vote — they 

want political independence," he said.  

http://www.nelsonmandelachildrensfund.com/about-the-fund.html
http://worldschildrensprize.org/mandela-nelson
http://worldschildrensprize.org/mandela-nelson
http://worldschildrensprize.org/mandela-nelson
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/463222765
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24712-mandelas-unsung-legacy-of-science-in-africa/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24712-mandelas-unsung-legacy-of-science-in-africa/
https://www.siemens.com/press/en/feature/2013/corporate/2013-07-mandela.php?content%5B%5D=CC
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24712-mandelas-unsung-legacy-of-science-in-africa/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/dn24712-mandelas-unsung-legacy-of-science-in-africa/
http://www.scielo.org.za/scielo.php?script=sci_arttext&pid=S0038-23532014000100001
http://blogs.sierraclub.org/compass/2013/12/reflecting-on-the-environmental-legacy-of-nelson-mandela-part-1.html
http://blogs.sierraclub.org/compass/2013/12/reflecting-on-the-environmental-legacy-of-nelson-mandela-part-1.html
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/cape-town-day-zero-poor-residents-settlements/
http://blogs.sierraclub.org/compass/2013/12/reflecting-on-the-environmental-legacy-of-nelson-mandela-part-1.html
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/200253414-001
http://www.openculture.com/2013/12/nelson-mandelas-first-ever-tv-interview.html
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In that interview, he went on to express that the fight to achieve voting rights for 

black South Africans should be independent of education levels or race.  

Mandela wouldn’t achieve the dream of a multiracial voting system until the 

collapse of Apartheid and his election as president in 1994.  

Nearly 9 in 10 South Africans voted in that election, but voter turnout has since 

declined, with 2014 registering under 60% participation. 

7. He fought for peace and justice around the world 
Embed from Getty Images 

Mandela was the leading figure in the fight against South Africa’s racist apartheid 

system, but his activism didn’t stop at his home country’s borders. After retiring as 

president, Mandela worked to educate people about the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa. 

He also helped broker peace in the Democratic Republic of the Congo and Burundi. 

Decades before the end of Apartheid, Mandela also served as an inspiration for civil 

rights movements around the world, including in the US. 

“We who were involved in the civil rights movement back then were acutely aware 

of the parallels of the [African National Congress] struggle with our own 

struggles,” said civil rights leader Jesse Jackson in 2013. “So you see, we knew what 

was going on in South Africa, those bridges and links were always there, those 

parallels just as I saw in Nelson Mandela with our own Dr. King.” 

When the World Cup came to South Africa in 2010, Mandela attended the closing 

ceremony as the guest of honor, and his appearance, despite his poor health, made 

one of world’s greatest events even more special.  

That’s because the hero who emerged from a tiny prison cell to help topple 

Apartheid, deliver rights to millions of oppressed South Africans, and heal a 

wounded nation had long before earned his status as an international icon of peace 

and justice. 

 

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/nelson-mandela-legacy-education-women-

health/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theconversation.com/south-africas-undecided-voters-could-swing-the-outcome-of-local-elections-63342
https://theconversation.com/south-africas-undecided-voters-could-swing-the-outcome-of-local-elections-63342
http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/91121143
https://theelders.org/nelson-mandela
http://www.un.org/press/en/2000/20000119.sc6787.doc.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/07/nelson-mandela-jesse-jackson-moral-compass
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2010/jul/11/world-cup-final-nelson-mandela
https://www.theguardian.com/football/2010/jul/11/world-cup-final-nelson-mandela
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Sub-Topic Three:   

Macroregion of Central and Southern Asia as one of the valuable centers of 

civilization 

 

Central Asia 

The Central Asian Core shown with several of the civilizations that have 

influenced it and its history. 

29 OCTOBER 2017 

Central Asia: 

Core and Periphery 

Central Asia is, by its most common definition, those five “stans” that were 

formerly Soviet republics: Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 

Uzbekistan. However, this has not always been the case and there are credible 

arguments for using other definitions. 

Geographically, the Central Asian region is centered on a pocket of relatively flat 

land bordered by mountain ranges on the east and south and the Caspian Sea on the 

west. These loosely contained natural borders create a bowl in which weather 

patterns, plant and animal species, and human populations have all interacted and 

mixed for centuries. Thus, all five countries have come to share many similarities; 

for instance, all are majority Muslim, most speak Turkic languages, and many 

culinary staples (such as plov) are shared. 
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However, there is considerable diversity within the grouping. Challenges also arise 

in that, for simplicity, nearly all common definitions use modern political borders 

while the idea of Central Asia is much more centered on history, culture, and 

geography – concepts whose “borders” tend to flow into one another rather than 

starting in one place and ending in another. 

 

A German-language map of “Russian Conquests in Central Asia,” dated 1855. The 

area that is now Kazakhstan is shown as Russian and labeled generally as 

“Kyrgyzstan,” which was common at the time. Note as well that areas of the 

Caucasus are specifically shown on the map of Central Asia as well. 

Central Asia pre-1990: adding Kazakhstan 

Ancient Turkic and Persian empires left lasting early impressions on Central Asia. 

Their varying borders often covered what is today Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and 

Uzbekistan while Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan were more likely to be outliers – in 

whole or in part. Linguistic and cultural influences spread throughout the area, but 

these outlying countries were able to continue traditional nomadic lifestyles well 

into the modern era; the others converted to (more easily ruled and taxed) settled 

agriculture and city life. 

This split continued after the term “Central Asia” gained wide English-language 

usage in the mid-1800s. Then, “The Great Game,” a power struggle between 
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Russia and Britain, centered on Russia’s desire to gain access to the Indian Ocean 

and Britain’s desire to maintain its dominance there and control of India itself. 

Russia annexed Kazakhstan very early and thus the struggle focused on lands 

further south. The area that became modern Kazakhstan appears on maps at that 

time as part of Russia, not Central Asia. 

Only after Kazakhstan gained independence did the modern grouping come into 

use. Based on shared culture and language, it makes sense. It can also be argued 

geographically as Kazakhstan is on the flat northern end of the Central Asian core, 

whose lands flow into Siberia. Kazakhstan is geographically connected as much to 

one as the other. 

Grand Visions: Central Asia in the vastness of Eurasia 

 

UNESCO Borders 

In the vastness of Eurasia, the challenge of placing borders on human populations 

and cultures becomes particularly problematic. Multiple cores have influenced and 

interacted with each other for millennia. Countless geographic, historical, genetic, 

linguistic, and cultural threads overlap over thousands of miles of territory. 

As Central Asia’s post-Soviet borders were taking shape, UNESCO established a 

non-political definition of the region based on weather patterns. That map engulfs 

not only the five “stans,” but also extends well into Siberia, covers all of Mongolia, 

half of China, and parts of Afghanistan, Pakistan, and India. 
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Generally, the same geographic forces (e.g. bodies of water, mountains, etc.) that 

govern weather also affect human migrations. Thus, much of this area shares 

overlapping historical threads – like Mongolian invasion routes and Silk Road 

transport lines. Further, much of the area is dominated by Turkic languages and 

Islam, including much of western China, the homeland of the Uighurs, a people 

that had wide influence on early Central Asian culture and whose history is tied to 

both China and Central Asia. 

Yet, UNESCO’s map also draws in considerably more diversity, opening it to 

more debate. For instance, Mongolia has shared migration patterns and some 

cultural heritage with the more nomadic parts of Central Asia. However, it is 

neither Turkic-speaking nor majority-Muslim. Stretching into East Asia, Mongolia 

shares more cultural connections with Korea and China than does most of Central 

Asia. In fact, many see Mongolia as a different core altogether: one which 

influenced Central Asia as much as East Asia and where the influences of those 

regions converge. 

A similar ambitious to UNESCO’s is that of Inner Asia. This map draws most of 

Central Asia (sometimes without Turkmenistan) into a mass that stretches from 

Mongolia to Nepal. This can be seen on one level as mapping the far reaches of 

Chinese influence. Proponents of the grouping argue it is useful in mapping areas 

where “settled civilization” was slow to take hold. However, this overlooks, for 

instance, Uzbekistan’s ancient cities and agricultural practices. It also, again, draws 

in populations that are not likely to see themselves as part of a single geographic or 

cultural unit. 

Another larger concept for Central Asia is the Greater Middle East. This map, at 

its largest, unites a vast swath of traditionally-Muslim lands under a single label. 

The core of the map is centered on the Turkic and Persian empires that once ruled 

or greatly influenced this part of the world. It also, however, draws in diverse 

languages and cultures that are not likely to self-identify with a single, sweeping 

label. This is problematic as the Kyrgyz and Libyans, while both majority-Muslim, 

are otherwise quite distant from each other in geography, language, and culture. 

These mega-maps are somewhat useful in exploring the far reaches of certain 

historical, political, or cultural influences. However, they are unwieldy in terms of 

trying to understand a specific area or population in any practical sense. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inner_Asia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Middle_East
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Central Asia with Afghanistan included. Map by Stratfor. 

More Common Additions to the Central Asian Map 

Most commonly used additions to Central Asia are much smaller and hold closer to 

the core. Afghanistan is the most common addition. Geographically, this includes 

much more of the mountain range that engulfs Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan and 

which helps form the tangible borders of the core. Historically, human migrations 

from Central Asia have flowed into Afghanistan since about 2000 BCE. 

Afghanistan was also within the borders of many Turkic and Persian empires, was 

a central foci for the Great Game, and was heavily influenced, though not directly 

ruled, by the Soviets. Thus, it has much in common with the other five “stans.” 

The inclusion also makes Tajikistan less of an outlier. Tajikistan and Afghanistan 

are majority-Muslim, but speak forms of Persian, rather than Turkic. Given close 

links between Tajik and Afghan cultures and histories, there are arguments to 

include both if one is included. That said, those that do usually refer to the 

grouping as “Central Asia and Afghanistan,” acknowledging that a change has 

been made to the commonly-accepted definition. 

Another common addition creates “Central Asia and the Caucasus.” Across the 

Caspian Sea from Central Asian, the countries of Caucasus Mountains share 

Turkic, Persian, and Soviet influences. Central Asia and the Caucasus both 

continue to be heavily influenced by Russia. Azerbaijan, specifically, is majority-
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Muslim, speaks Turkic, and forms a sort bridge between Turkey and the Central 

Asian states its ancient empires influenced. However, the other two Caucasus 

states, Armenia and Georgia, are historically-Christian states. Further, their 

languages are neither Turkic nor Persian and their identities are decidedly separate 

from those of the Central Asian core. This makes directly combining the two 

groups difficult. 

Thus, while some similar threads can be found in terms of history and modern 

diplomacy, Central Asia and the Caucasus are usually considered separate entities, 

even when they are considered as part of the same study. 

 

The Silk Road and other major transport routes show how human migrations once 

brought the influences of several civilizations through Central Asia. 

Conclusion: Understanding Central Asia 

The partially-enclosed geography shared by Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan has led to a shared history and shared cultural 

elements. Further, the geographic proximity of the peoples there has allowed 

practical and visible cultural, economic, and political ties to develop. These 

encourage the residents of Central Asia to see themselves as part of an integrated 

unit – even when the diversity within that unit causes misunderstandings or 

rivalries. 

The influences that helped form Central Asia are still very much in evidence. For 

instance, Kazakhs and Kyrgyz, often outside the boundaries of empires, have 

typically shared a certain “brotherhood” in their traditions and similar languages. 

Further, the traditionally nomadic Kyrgyz have a long-standing rivalry with the 

more settled Uzbeks. Today, this feud centers on territorial claims and water rights 

and has extended to cultural and ethnic rivalry as well. 
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The relatively compact geography of the Central Asian core also creates a shared 

geopolitical reality. The core is situated between Russia and China, two powerful 

and often-rivalrous countries, as well as the ambitious but more regional powers of 

Turkey, Iran, and India. These civilizations have long influenced Central Asia. 

Their continued influence presents modern challenges and opportunities for 

investments while balancing perceived threats to their cultural, political, and 

territorial sovereignties. 

Central Asia’s position near the center of the world’s largest land mass also creates 

shared developmental challenges. It is deeply landlocked a great distance from 

lucrative and efficient sea routes. Thus, even those Central Asian states endowed 

with significant agricultural capacity or mineral wealth have struggled to get their 

product to market and remain competitive with non-landlocked states. For these 

countries, developing transportation routes and other infrastructure is key; most of 

the powers seeking influence there have, in fact, directly contributed to local 

infrastructure in some way. This is especially true of China’s massive Silk Road 

Initiative. 

In 2017, Central Asia has also been the site of rapid change. Kyrgyz politics, 

traditionally marked by instability and revolution, have settled into institutions – 

which may be heading for either democratic development or dominant-party rule. 

Accusations of Kazakh political meddling in the 2017 Kyrgyz presidential race 

have deteriorated relations between the two “brother” nations. Meanwhile, 

Uzbekistan’s new president has led a thaw in Kyrgyz-Uzbek relations and pushed 

reforms that may open Uzbekistan to more international investment and influence. 

Lastly, falling energy prices have forced Turkmenistan’s strong rulers to reconsider 

both the populist programs and grandiose monuments that they have traditionally 

funded from the country’s rich natural gas deposits. 

In short, the core of Central Asia has become an agreed-upon standard because it 

makes logical sense in terms of history, culture, and geography. It also corresponds 

with the lives and identities of those that live there. At the same time, one cannot 

fully understand Central Asia without understanding that its history, culture, and 

geography spills over the current political borders. To understand Central Asia, one 

must understand the much wider influences that have affected and continue to 

affect local economies, cultures, and geopolitics. 

https://geohistory.today/central-asia/ 
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13 Rules for Writing Good Essays 

Thomas Hills Ph.D. 

To write a good essay you have to make your message clear. 

To write a good university essay you have to make your message clear.  This means 

organizing your key points, supporting them with a series of evidence-based 

arguments, and wrapping it all up at the end so the reader knows what they've 

learned.  To do this well, you need to take the reader's perspective. If you can see 

what might trip them up as they read your work, then you can avoid pitfalls that will 

confuse or bore them.  Here are some tips to help you avoid the easy pitfalls.  Once 

understood, these rules can be broken.  But if you're unclear on how to approach 

your writing, these tips can help.  

1. Your opening paragraph should clearly describe what you are going to discuss in 

the essay. These three things are vital: What’s the thesis (or problem), why is it 

important, and how are you going to address it? If you have each of those items in 

your opening paragraph your reader will know what they are reading, why they are 

reading it, and what they can expect to get out of it.  

2. Organize the essay so that it covers a set list of subtopics that each support your 

main thesis. If it's a long essay, you should break it up into sections with headings 

that focus on specific subtopics. Introduce these topics in the opening paragraph of 

the essay (see 1 above). Overall, you want to organize information so it is easy to 

understand and remember.  

3. Start paragraphs with opening sentences that explain what the paragraph is going 

to say. Then write sentences that follow one from the other and are easy to read. 

Avoid paragraphs that are too long, that read like lists, or that have no main 

thesis. Summarize complex paragraphs with concise sentences that explain what the 

paragraph said. 

4. Create transitions between paragraphs so that one paragraph follows from the 

next. You are trying to make it all easy to understand for your reader. The more 

organized your writing, the more clearly you will understand and communicate your 

own ideas. 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/za/experts/thomas-hills-phd
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5. Make your sentences work.  Avoid long sentences. When in doubt, break long 

sentences into smaller sentences. Avoid sentences that are repetitive and don't 

provide new information.  Throw away weak and empty sentences ("Angioplasty is 

an important procedure." "Emotions are a central element in people's lives."). 

Sentences also need to be crystal clear. You can check for clarity by making sure 

they read well. Read them out loud to yourself or have someone else read them out 

loud to you. 

6. Explain novel terms (jargon) when you introduce them. Don’t assume your reader 

knows what terms mean. Avoid jargon except where it communicates key concepts. 

Imagine the reader knows less about the topic than you do. 

7. In science writing, you can use synonyms for key concepts ONLY when you are 

first explaining them.  After that, use the same word every time to refer 

to the idea.  For example, you might want to write, 'affect', and then 'emotions', and 

then 'feelings'.  If you use different words every time you refer to an idea, your reader 

will get confused. Define a term and then use it consistently. 

8. Be careful when you use words like ‘this’ or ‘that’ or ‘their’ or ‘those’ or 'these' 

or 'they'. These words are often not as tightly connected to what they reference as 

you think. Check every one of them and see if you can rewrite it more clearly. When 

you use *these* words carelessly, your reader will need to think more to understand 

what you are referring to. *That* will break the flow and make it harder to 

understand what you're actually try to say. *They* (the readers) won't know who 

you're referring to.  By simply stating what you are referring to specifically, you 

make your writing clear. It is better to be repetitive than unclear. 

9.  Use concrete information. Concrete information is powerful, is appealing, it is 

easier to understand, and it sticks in people's memory. Concrete information 

includes things like examples, statistics, quotes, facts, and other details. The more 

sentences that go by without communicating new concrete information or ideas that 

develop your thesis, the more likely your reader is to get bored.   

10. If you have an interesting idea, check to see if someone else has already had it. If 

they have, cite them. Chances are someone has at least hinted at your clever insight, 

and you can use them as a springboard to say something even more interesting. This 

will demonstrate scholarship and an understanding of the broader context. 

11. Make sure everything is relevant. Don’t include random facts that are not 

relevant. Don't include extra words that you don't need ("actually", "very", "in many 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/za/basics/memory
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ways", "the fact that"). Don't include paragraphs that have lots of cool facts if they 

aren't related to your central thesis. These slow down your reader and confuse them 

because they expect to hear content that is related to your theme. After you write a 

first draft (where you are just trying to get ideas down on paper), see what you can 

cut out to focus your argument on what matters.   

12. The very best essays provide their own critique. End with something like this 

before the final summary: Provide criticism of your key point (appropriately 

referenced). Then provide criticism of the criticizer that you referenced (with another 

reference). If you can do this well, then in most instances you will have demonstrated 

thorough understanding of the issues.  After this, provide your conclusion. 

13. In the conclusion, take a position, make a prediction, or propose some future 

actions (an experiment, an implication, a new question to be addressed, etc). 

Summarize your thesis and the evidence you’ve provided in a concise way without 

being wishy-washy. 

SOURSE:  

https://www.psychologytoday.com/za/blog/statistical-life/201803/13-rules-writing-

good-essays-0 
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